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Alexandria Crossing Rejected  


Panel Fears Road Would Add Traffic 


By Fredrick Kunkle Washington Post Staff Writer Friday, September 20, 2002; Page B01 





A panel of Alexandria residents has nixed the idea of providing a new roadway that would tie Eisenhower Avenue -- a heavily congested area targeted for massive urban growth -- to other major city streets.


The 14-member panel decided against building a road for better access into the area for fear that the link would only bring more traffic into neighborhoods in the western and central parts of the city. But the decision -- if adopted by the City Council -- could make an area of Alexandria long targeted for dense development much harder to drive into and through than city officials had planned.


Eisenhower Avenue parallels the Capital Beltway and Metro's Blue Line. But for nearly four miles, there is no north-south link between the congested road and other major routes in Alexandria.


On Wednesday night, the 14-member task force voted to either modify existing roads -- such as improving intersections along Van Dorn Street, a connection to the Beltway -- or to maintain the status quo. That area of western Alexandria is a heavily traveled cut-through for commuters to the Pentagon and Arlington County from Fairfax County and beyond. 


A new connection to Eisenhower Avenue "might help Fairfax a lot, but it would devastate our city," said City Councilwoman Redella S. Pepper (D), a task force member and West End resident.


As debate heats up over Northern Virginia's sales tax ballot measure to ease regional traffic woes, the task force's vote illustrates the difficulty of achieving consensus on nuts-and-bolts transportation planning even at the local level. The Eisenhower Valley, a traffic sore spot at least twice a day at rush hour, could receive $25 million if the sales tax increase passes. The money could go to a new connecting roadway or defray the estimated $60 million cost of improving Van Dorn and nearby roads, officials said.


City staff members and some City Council members believe the link is all the more necessary to alleviate traffic jams with new development on the way, including the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office. Altogether the city expects new commercial and housing along Eisenhower Avenue that would roughly equal half of downtown Philadelphia. But connector opponents fear disruption from a new artery spilling thousands of cars onto Duke Street and surrounding suburban neighborhoods.


"The vote of the task force last night shows how complicated and emotional the issue of a connector is," said Mayor Kerry S. Donley (D) yesterday. Donley, a task force member, voted for a new roadway between Eisenhower Avenue and Roth Street, near the avenue's eastern end.


Now the issue is headed to the City Council, which could overrule the panel. If it chooses to affirm the panel's decision, there is some question as to whether the city would have to repay $14 million for the cost of the Beltway interchange with Eisenhower Avenue, said Richard Baier, director of the city's Department of Transportation and Environmental Services. The interchange was constructed with state and federal funds with the understanding that a new north-south link would also be made between Eisenhower Avenue and Duke Street.


Only three connectors received any support on the panel: an overpass from Eisenhower and Clermont Avenues to Duke, a link between Bluestone Road and Wheeler Avenue, and a roadway from Eisenhower near the Metro yard to Roth Street. 


The task force is scheduled to meet one more time to formalize its report before sending its recommendations to the City Council on Oct. 1. 
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